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What is the EUCN?   
The New Zealand European Union Centres Network  is a network of eight New Zealand universities that aims 
to combine the three elements of research, teaching and outreach under a unique thematic umbrella focused 
on the impact, role and understanding of the European Union within New Zealand and the wider Pacific region.  

The Network was initially established in 2006 and has since developed to a multidisciplinary network open to 
all New Zealand universities with an interest in European Union Studies. The 1999 EU–NZ Joint Declaration as 
well as the 2016 Partnership Agreement on Relations and Cooperation (PARC) – involving economics, politics, 
security, innovation, development, democratic values and people and cultures – defines the scope of the 
Network’s activities.  

The EUCN organises academic research and administers scholarships for students studying the EU. Events, 
seminars, and conferences are open to the public and often available via online login.  

The EUCN is co-funded by an Erasmus+ grant from the European Commission.  

For more information visit our website: www.jeanmonnet.nz  
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What is the NCRE?   

The National Centre for Research on Europe (NCRE) brings together students, teachers, graduates, and 
academics from around the world to research and study the EU and Europe related issues and topics. The 
centre belongs to, and runs, the ‘European Union Studies Association of the Asia-Pacific’, is a ‘Jean Monnet 
Centre of Excellence’ and holds numerous EU grants for research and teaching. 

The NCRE also performs a wider societal role and serves as a key element in the EU’s outreach within New 
Zealand and the Pacific. Raising a critical awareness of the EU, informing government, the media and public 
opinion play an important part in the NCRE’s core functions. Above all, the NCRE encourages and promotes a 
new generation of New Zealand graduates who have a high level of expertise and interest in the EU.  

Visit our websites: www.canterbury.ac.nz/ncre  and www.jeanmonnet.nz  

Follow us: 
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She was the Lead Negotiator for issues related to Ireland/Northern Ireland.   

Between July 2013 and October 2016, she was the Deputy Head of Division 
in the European External Action Service responsible for EU relations and 
negotiation with Switzerland. Prior to that she was the Deputy Head of Unit 
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Science and History from the University of Hanover (Germany), and the 
University of Sussex (United Kingdom).   

Nina speaks four languages: English, German, French, and Dutch. 

  



3 

 

Caroline Lambert 

 

 

Head of Trade, Delegation of the EU to New Zealand 

Caroline Lambert is Head of Trade for the Delegation of the European 
Union to Aotearoa/New Zealand and leads climate, energy and other 
“Green Deal” aspects of diplomacy. Caroline has over 20 years’ experience 
in European policy design in the European Commission and has worked in 
a variety of roles in energy, transport, climate, environment, budgetary and 
financial affairs. 

  

Dr Nick Smith 

 

Adjunct Fellow, University of Canterbury 

Nicholas Ross Smith is an adjunct fellow at the University of Canterbury’s 
National Centre for Research on Europe. Prior to this, he spent three and a 
half years as an Associate Professor of International Studies at the 
University of Nottingham’s campus in Ningbo, China. His main research 
areas include geopolitics in Eastern Europe, EU foreign policy, Russian 
foreign policy, democratisation and geo-economics in an emerging 
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Conference Details   

Where?   
Grand Hall and Legislative Council Chamber, New Zealand Parliament 

1 Museum Street, Pipitea, Wellington 

When?  
Tuesday 9 August 2022:  

• Formal registration: 8:30am 

• Programme activities: 9:10am-4:30pm 

• Quiz night and dinner: 4:30pm–6.00pm 

Wednesday, 10 August 2022:  

• Registration: 08:30am 

• Programme activities: 9.10am–2.00pm 

Catering Provided 
• Tuesday: morning tea, lunch, and dinner 
• Wednesday: Brunch 
• If you have indicated any dietary requirements in the registration form, please see a staff member 

who will point out the location of your food.  

What to bring? 
• Pens and notepads 
• Water bottle 
• Any required medication  
• Any additional research you have done / proposed amendments to the directive 
• Devices are permitted for research at the event 

What to wear? 
• Smart / business attire (ties not necessary) or school uniform 

Covid-19  
• We will be providing hand sanitiser, please use this frequently 
• If you are unwell, please get in touch with us   
• Important: We strongly encourage you to scan any available QR codes during the Model EU event 

Sign-in / out 

• In order to keep track of attendance, all students are required to sign in and out on the manual 
register each day. You will also need to go through Parliament’s security, so keep this in mind when 
arriving.  

How to prepare?   

To get the most out of the Model European Parliament you will need to do some preparation before 
arriving. In this Model European Parliament event, you will be a Member of the European Parliament 
(MEP) representing a Political Group and will sit in one of the committees. During the parliamentary 
session the different committees will meet separately before coming together to discuss and decide 
upon amendments to the draft Directives. Being informed about your Political Group, its position, and 
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the topics negotiated will make you more confident and at ease when presenting your viewpoints. If 
you are confused or uncertain at any point, please consult with the Model EU Assistants: they are 
there to help.  

I. Political Group  

Research your Political Group’s overall position on climate change and consumerism and specifically 
in relation to the committee to which you have been assigned; this will enable you to present your 
political group’s position on the draft Directive.  

You will find basic introductions to the Political Groups, as well as some suggested sources of further 
information, toward the end of this handbook. 

II. Draft Directive  

Read the draft Directive and try to understand what every word means. There is a Glossary at the end 
of this booklet that contains many useful explanations, and the Model EU Assistants can answer any 
queries on the day. 

Remember: short and sharp speeches are more effective and leave more time for debate. They get 
your point across in the most direct fashion and are likely to have the greatest effect.   

 

Questions?  
The event contact person is Jenny Wilson and you can email jenny.wilson@canterbury.ac.nz  or call 
her on 03 369 0871  
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Timetable   

Day One:  
 

Time Programme Staff and Guest Presence 

8.30 Registrations All UC Staff and Model EU assistants 

9:10 Formal Welcomes • Māori protocol representative 
• Prof. Martin Holland 
• Hon Jenny Salesa MP 
• Ambassador Nina Obermaier 

10.00 Guest Speaker Caroline Lambert, EUD 

10:45 Morning Tea  

11:15 Introduction to the European Parliament  Dr Nick Smith 

11:45 Rules of Procedure  Xavier Dickason 

12.00 Political Group Session 1: Introduction Model EU Assistants 

12:30pm Lunch with EU Ambassadors  

1:30 Committee Session 1 Model EU Assistants 

2:45 Political Group Session 2: Reassessing goals Model EU Assistants 

3:15 Afternoon Tea  

3:30 Committee Session 2 Model EU Assistants 

4:45 Home time, or optional Quiz night UC Staff + Model EU Assistants 

Students leaving at this point need to sign out. 

6:15 Quiz night concludes  
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Day Two:  
 

Time Programme Staff and Guest Presence 

8.30 Registrations All UC staff 

9:05 Welcome Back Prof Martin Holland 

9:15 Committee Session 3 Model EU Assistants 

10.30 Political Group Session 3: Preparing for Plenary Model EU assistants 

11.00 Free Negotiation and Coalition Building  

11:30 Brunch  

12:15pm Plenary Session  Model EU assistants 

1:45 Wrap-up and Goodbye Prof Martin Holland 

2.00 Depart  

 

 

After 2pm, Parliament will be having question time, and students are free to watch from the gallery if they 
wish.   
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Introduction to the European Union   

 

What is the difference between the EU, Eurozone and Europe?  

The European Union (EU) is a politico-economic union of 27 Member States. Geographically, the continent of 
Europe consists of different countries, including those 27 and many others. Not all countries in Europe are 
members of the European Union, for example: Switzerland, Norway, Albania, and Armenia, amongst others.  

The eurozone (preferred: euro area) is a group of EU Member States that share the euro as their common 
currency and the single monetary policy conducted by the European Central Bank. Today the euro area is made 
up of 19 countries out of 27 EU Member States. That is why, for example, Germany and France use the Euro 
and Sweden uses the Swedish Krona (SEK).  

 

 

 
Figure 1: Relationships between European organisations and agreements 
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A brief history of the EU 
 

After the Second World War, between 1945 and 1950, European state leaders including Robert Schuman, 
Konrad Adenauer, Alcide de Gasperi and Winston Churchill set about launching Europe into a new era. In order 
to avoid future war, it was argued that new structures would need to be created in Western Europe based on 
shared interests and founded upon the rule of law and equality for all countries.  

Robert Schuman (French Foreign Minister) took up an idea originally conceived by Jean Monnet and, on 9 May 
1950, he proposed the Schuman Declaration to establish the European 
Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). The ECSC combined Belgium, Germany, 
France, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands’ coal and steel production 
under one authority, therefore making it difficult to go to war with one 
another. Under the Treaty of Rome, this arrangement later evolved into 
the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1957.  

In 1992, the EU’s formation of the European Single Market  was another 
big development for the regional grouping. The Single Market refers to 
the EU as one territory, without internal borders or other regulatory 
obstacles in order to enable the free movement of goods and services 
between the individual Member States (MS). It is argued that the 
European Single Market helps to stimulate competition and trade, 
improve efficiency, raise quality, and help cut prices for citizens.  

In 1993, the Maastricht Treaty created the European Union (EU) opening 
the way to further political integration. The Maastricht Treaty is based on 
three pillars: the European Communities, the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and Justice and 
Home Affairs Council (JHA) which deals with judicial cooperation in criminal matters. Maastricht introduced 
the concept of European citizenship and the beginnings of the Schengen area, reinforced the powers of the 
European Parliament, and launched Economic and Monetary Union (EMU).   

The Lisbon Treaty came into force in 2009 and simplified and streamlined the institutions that govern the EU.  

For example, the Treaty introduced the European Council President and created the post of the High 
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. 
  

Figure 2: Founding ECSC Member States: 
Germany, France, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Belgium and Luxembourg 
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A brief EU timeline 

 

1951 European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) is set up by the six founding members: Belgium, France, 
Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands 

1957 Treaties of Rome: setting up the European Economic Community (EEC)  

1973 Denmark, Ireland, and the United Kingdom join  

1979 First Direct Elections to the European Parliament 

1981 Greece joins  

1986 Spain and Portugal join, the Single European Act is signed 

1993 Treaty of Maastricht which creates the European Union 

1995 Austria, Finland, and Sweden join  

1999 Treaty of Amsterdam 

2002 The Euro comes into circulation 

2004 Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia join  

2007 Bulgaria and Romania join  

2009 The Lisbon Treaty comes into force, providing the EU with its institutions as we know them today 

2013 Croatia joins 

2017 The United Kingdom triggers article 50 of the Lisbon treaty after its 2016 referendum on leaving the EU 

2020 The United Kingdom officially leaves the EU at 23:00 on 31 January 
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EU Institutions in brief   
The EU’s unique institutional set-up includes (but is not limited to) the European Council, European Parliament, 
the European Commission, and the Council of the European Union, each of which have different areas of focus:  

− The EU’s broad priorities are set by the European Council, which brings together national and EU-level 
leaders, defining the EU’s overall political direction and priorities.   

− Directly elected MEPs represent EU citizens in the European Parliament. The Parliament is a co-
legislator (alongside the Council of the European Union) in most, but not all, policy areas. 

− The interests of the EU are promoted by the European Commission, whose members are appointed 
by national governments.  

− Governments represent their country’s national interests in the Council of the European Union (often 
simply referred to as the Council). The Council is the primary legislative body, though shares this 
authority with the European Parliament in most, but not all, areas. 

 

European Parliament 
 The European Parliament (EP) is the EU’s only directly elected institution and an important forum for political 
debate and decision-making at EU level. The EP is a co-legislator alongside the Council of the European Union 
on approximately 90% of proposed EU legislation. Every five years the Members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) are directly elected by voters in all Member States to represent people’s interests regarding EU law-
making and to make sure other EU institutions are working democratically. The first election was held in 1979 
and the most recent in 2019. The European Parliament elects its own President to oversee the work of the 
Parliament and its constituent bodies as well as the plenary debates, and to ensure that Parliament’s Rules of 
Procedure are adhered to. The Members of the European Parliament sit in Political Groups and not by nation. 
A Political Group brings together similar ideological national parties: to form a Political Group you must have 
MEPs drawn from at least 7 Member States and have 23 or more MEPs. There are currently seven such Political 
Groups in the European Parliament. A small number of MEPs do not belong to any political party and are 
known as non-attached members. After the withdrawal of the UK in 2020, the number of sitting MEPs has 
been reduced to 705.  

It is important to note that, unlike the New Zealand Parliament that we are used to, there is no party ‘in power’ 
and there is no opposition. Instead, Political Groups and non-attached members must work together to form 
alliances to support a motion going through. You may notice that even if the two largest Political Groups (the 
EPP and S&D) worked together, they would still not have sufficient voting power and would need another 
Group or some non-attached members to form a simple majority.   

It is also important to understand that MEPs are not primarily representatives of their country; they are 
representatives of their constituents and are voted for based on political ideology. The distribution of seats is 
generally proportional to population size, with two exceptions: Germany (with the largest population – 83m – 
in the European Union) has an agreed maximum of 96 MEPs, whereas Malta (with the smallest population – 
500,000 – in the EU), has 6 MEPs. While MEPs are elected nationally, once elected they belong to a trans-
national Political Group.  

While you will be assigned to a Political Group, a nation and a committee, MEPs represent their ideological 
positions first and foremost rather than representing their nation, and therefore if you are ever in doubt about 
how to vote, it is best to default to your Political Group position.  

 

How Plenary in the European Parliament works  
The European Parliament has an elected President who chairs the plenary and vice-presidents who can also 
chair the Plenary in absence of the President. The President is responsible for ensuring proceedings are 
conducted in the correct manner. The President will ask for amendments and moderate the debate around 
these amendments. After debate is concluded, the President is responsible for putting the amendments to a 
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vote and announcing the results of the vote. In this Model European Parliament, the role of President and all 
chairing will be undertaken by the conference assistants.   

The seven Political Groups are responsible for tabling amendments on directives to be voted on. Amendments 
cannot be made directly by individuals. For example, the S&D Political Group can table an amendment on a 
directive, but a German S&D MEP cannot table an amendment by themselves; it must be submitted and tabled 
by the Political Group.  

Once amendments are up for debate, MEPs can ask to be put on the speakers list and are able to speak 
individually on the matter. Speaking time is allocated first and foremost equally between the Political Groups 
and then the time each Group has is divided by the number of speakers the Group has. For example, a Group 
may only have 10 minutes allocated to speak and five speakers, so each speaker would have two minutes.  

After debate concludes, the President will put the amendment to a vote. Each MEP will cast an individual vote. 
In deciding how to vote, MEPs can vote according to their personal views, the views and needs of their 
constituents or vote in the same way as their Political Group. It is important to note that Political Groups cannot 
require MEPs to vote a certain way; MEPs retain the right to vote as an individual MEP. This is relevant when 
a Political Group’s position on a matter may differ from the needs of the MEP’s constituents.  

Amendments pass when a simple majority of the MEPs vote for the amendment and fails when a majority of 
MEPs vote against it. When the vote is too close to tell, the President will ask MEPs to use electronic voting to 
get a more precise number.  

 

Other important EU Institutions  
The European Council sets the EU’s overall political direction but has no powers to pass laws. Led by its 
President and comprising of national heads of state or government and the President of the Commission, it 
meets at least four times a year (twice in each six-month period), though in practice meetings are much more 
frequent. The European Council can also nominate and appoint candidates to some high-profile roles within 
the EU. The European Council may be described as the motor of the EU, influencing, and guiding the EU’s policy 
agenda. 

In the Council of the European Union, government ministers from each EU country meet to discuss, amend, 
and adopt laws, and coordinate policies. The ministers have the authority to commit their governments to the 
actions agreed on in the meetings. 

The European Commission (EC) is an institution of the European Union, responsible for proposing legislation, 
implementing decisions, upholding the EU treaties, and managing the day-to-day business of the EU. The 
College of Commissioners operates as a cabinet, with its 27 members representing each Member State. The 
College of Commissioners sits at the apex of the Commission, overseeing the Directorates-General and other 
agencies that comprise the EU’s civil service.  

 

Role of the Institutions in Decision-making in the EU  
There are three main institutions involved in EU legislation:  

• The European Parliament, which represents the EU’s citizens and is directly elected by them  
• The Council of the European Union, which represents the governments of the individual Member 

States. The Council has a dual role of defending states interests as well as formulating a European 
perspective. The Presidency of the Council is shared by the Member States on a rotating basis.  

• The European Commission, which represents the interests of the Union as a whole.  

Together, these three institutions produce the policies and laws that apply throughout the EU. The Commission 
proposes new laws, and the Parliament and Council adopt them. The Commission and the Member States then 
implement them, and the Commission ensures that the laws are properly applied and implemented.  
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Political Groupings in the European Parliament 
 
Currently, the European Parliament comprises seven main groupings spanning from left to right on the political 
spectrum, as well as a number of what are referred to as Non-Inscrits (NI) – MEPs that sit independently of any 
grouping. In order to be recognised as a political group within the European Parliament, a grouping must 
comprise 23 MEPs from seven Member States. 
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European People’s Party  

www.eppgroup.eu  

Commonly known as: EPP/ Christian Democrats 

Seats: 175 

Position: Centre-Right  

Chair: Manfred Weber  

Mission:  

“To work to the benefit of all Europeans 
to build a more ambitious and a more 
self-assured Europe where everyone has 
an equal opportunity to succeed; 
defending a united Europe that respects 
subsidiarity, without contradiction 
among European, national and local 
identities.”  

“To put people at the heart of the 
European project, strengthening 
European democracy and the 
accountability of its institutions; 
defending the European way of life, 
advocating a united Europe based on the 
values of human dignity, freedom, 
solidarity, the respect of human rights 
and the rule of law.” 1 

 

Trade: A global trade system that is open 
and fair, but also safeguards Europe’s standards in environment, consumer, social and data protection to 
provide Europeans with opportunities.  

Economy: While believing in the European Single Market, the EPP is committed to the principle of the Social 
Market Economy and wishes to see this incorporated into the single market. The Social Market Economy 
combines social awareness with market principles. The Social Market Economy is thought to ensure high living 
standards and benefits for citizens such as social and health benefits. EPP would also like to see the re-
industrialisation of Europe to increase the single market’s competitiveness.  

Climate change: EPP believes that Europe should be climate action leaders and endorses a low-carbon 
economy. They believe that policy should be ambitious while maintaining competitiveness of companies. 
Another important priority of EPP is sustainable energy and energy security and/or self-sufficiency. They also 
want to encourage reusables/innovative plastic alternatives 

Foreign aid: EPP would like the European Union to continue to be a leader in global development and prioritize 
countries that abide to, and have a record of, good governance and respect for human rights and democracy. 
They also have a focus on eradicating poverty by 2030.   

Agriculture: EPP advocates for good and fair living standards for farmers and fisherman. They would also like 
to ensure agriculture is socially viable, competitive, and environmentally friendly while remaining competitive 
in order to ensure food security for Europe.  

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: EPP believes that human rights and democracy should underline 
all external policy and actions of the European Union, as well as internal policies. They are particularly focussed 

Figure 3: Political alignment chart of EPP members (source: 
https://europeelects.eu/european-union/) 
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on freedom of movement, women’s rights, children’s rights and the rights of autochthonous (indigenous) 
national minorities and language groups.  

 

 

EPP Member State Composition 
Country Number of MEPs Percentage of MEPs 
Austria 7 4% 
Belgium 4 2.5% 
Bulgaria 7 4% 
Croatia 4 2.5% 
Cyprus 2 1% 
Czechia 5 3% 

Denmark 1 0.5% 
Estonia 1 0.5% 
Finland 3 2% 
France 8 5% 

Germany 30 17% 
Greece 8 5% 

Hungary 1 0.5% 
Ireland 5 3% 

Italy 11 6% 
Latvia 2 1% 

Lithuania 4 2.5% 
Luxembourg 2 1% 

Malta 2 1% 
Netherlands 6 3% 

Poland 16 9% 
Portugal 7 4% 
Romania 12 6.5% 
Slovakia 4 2.5% 
Slovenia 4 2.5% 

Spain 13 7.5% 
Sweden  6 
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Progressive Alliance of 
Socialists and Democrats in 
the European Parliament  
www.socialistsanddemocrats.eu  

Commonly known as: S&D 

Seats: 145 

Position: Centre Left 

President: Iratxe García Pérez  

Mission:  

“We have a vision for radical change in 
Europe. We want a fairer society for 
everyone, where we work together to 
build a more sustainable way of life. We 
want to put in place a new social contract 
at the heart of Europe. We want to 
preserve our planet for future 
generations, for our children.”2 

 

Trade:  S&D believes that trade should 
promote growth, jobs and development 
while also protecting the environmental 
and social standards, and the rights of 
workers. Their view on trade can be 
summed up as ‘for the many, not the few.’  

Economy: S&D believes that the transition to a green economy should be accompanied by a rise in working 
conditions.   

Climate change:  S&D emphasise the importance of Climate action. Now that the European greenhouse gas 
emission goals are legally binding, S&D have focussed on other important and complementary priorities. This 
includes adequate funding for the European Green deal, the adoption of a European Climate Pact which would 
aid all segments of society towards climate neutrality, and a just transition that leaves no one behind.   

Foreign aid: S&D believe in implementing foreign aid and development in equal partnership with development 
aid recipient. They see foreign/development aid as a means to help reduce inequalities, fight poverty, and 
promote sustainability. They also recognise that bona fide collaborate partnerships with nations are the best 
way to ensure a safe, sustainable future.  

Agriculture: S&D would like to see the EU Common Agricultural Policy and the Common Fisheries Policy 
become future proof and in line with the new goals of the European Green Deal 

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: Human rights underpin all of S&D’s policies and actions. They 
envision a Europe that has a pillar of social rights governing all their actions, and that the European Union 
should promote a global rules-based order.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 4:Political alignment chart of S&D members (source: 
https://europeelects.eu/european-union/) 
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S&D Member State Composition 
Nation Number of MEPs Percentage of MEPs 
Austria 5 3% 
Belgium 3 2% 
Bulgaria 5 3% 
Croatia 4 3% 
Cyprus 2 1.5% 
Czechia 1 1% 

Denmark 3 2% 
Estonia 2 1.5% 
Finland 2 1.5% 
France 6 4% 

Germany 16 11% 
Greece 2 1.5% 

Hungary 5 3% 
Italy 17 12% 

Latvia 2 1.5% 
Lithuania 2 1.5% 

Luxembourg 1 1% 
Malta 4 3% 

Netherlands 6 4% 
Poland 7 5% 

Portugal 9 6% 
Romania 10 7% 
Slovakia 3 2% 
Slovenia 2 1.5% 

Spain 21 14.5% 
Sweden 5 3% 
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Renew Europe 
www.reneweuropegroup.eu  

Commonly known as: RE 

Seats: 102 

Position: Centrist  

President: Stéphane Séjourné 

Mission: Finding EU solutions to European 
Problems and addressing people’s needs. 

Trade: RE believes that trade should be used as 
a tool to promote a rules-based global order, 
growth, and sustainability and to begin 
conversations around other areas such as 
human rights. RE also believes that a fair-trade 
system will make imports cheaper and grant 
more market access for European exporters.  

Economy: RE believes that for an economy that 
serves the planet and the people, the 
Economic Monetary Union needs to be 
strengthened and completed. Closer 
cooperation between Member States would 
be required, but subsidiarity would still be 
respected. They also believe in investing into a 
digital economy and innovation will help 
strengthen the economy.  

Climate change: RE considers itself as a driver for the current “fit for 55” package being debated in European 
parliament. RE believes that action on climate change should be a priority and that robust and irreversible 
actions towards combatting climate change need to be implemented. They also see the benefit in new green 
technologies and jobs. RE advocates strongly for CBAM and envisions this as a potential solution to keeping 
European industry competitive.  

Foreign aid: RE’s position on foreign aid is pro-sustainable development that has democracy, good governance, 
and human rights as its basis. RE would like to see the High Representative’s role strengthened in hopes that 
it will make the EU more cohesive and a greater global actor 

Agriculture: RE recognises the importance of agriculture in the fight against climate change and further 
recognises that the agricultural industry has the tools to transform European society into a green, sustainable 
society. RE would like to see improvements in research and development and an update of policies to ensure 
the agricultural sector is well supported in their transition into green technologies and that food security in 
the long term is guaranteed.  

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: RE believes that human rights should be at the heart of all actions. 
Having human rights and fundamental freedoms at the core of their political agenda, RE are determined to act 
with these values in mind to counter a rise in the rollback of rights globally.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5:Political alignment chart of Renew Europe members (source: 
https://europeelects.eu/european-union/) 



19 

 

Renew Europe Member State Composition 
Nation Number of MEPs Percentage of MEPs 
Austria 1 1% 
Belgium 4 4% 
Bulgaria 3 3% 
Croatia 1 1% 
Czechia 5 5% 

Denmark 6 6% 
Estonia 3 3% 
Finland 3 3% 
France 24 23% 

Germany 7 7% 
Hungary 2 2% 
Ireland 2 2% 

Italy 3 3% 
Latvia 1 1% 

Lithuania 1 1% 
Luxembourg 2 2% 
Netherlands 7 7% 

Poland 1 1% 
Romania 8 7.5% 
Slovakia 4 4% 
Slovenia 2 2% 

Spain 9 8.5% 
Sweden 3 3% 
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The Greens/European Free Alliance 
www.greens-efa.eu  

Commonly known as: Greens/EFA 

Seats: 71 

Position: Centre Left to Left 

President: Ska Keller and Philippe Lamberts 

Mission: “As Greens we stand for a society where everyone, 
regardless of gender or sexual orientation, age, race, 
or religion, can live a dignified and fulfilling life. As a 
political force, we put the human rights of all human 
beings, present and future, at the front and centre 
of all policies we advocate and implement”3 

Trade: The Greens believe that the trade system 
needs to be redesigned to maximise human well 
being and minimise energy and resource use. They 
would also like to see this change help not hinder 
environmental protections, including ecosystem 
regeneration, and provide high-quality employment.  

Economy: In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
greens would like to see a resilient circular economy 
that puts people and the planet first. They would also 
like to more localised production to avoid supply 
chain issues in the future. The greens are against 
finically supporting companies and industries that 
are not environmentally, socially or economically 
sustainable.  

Climate change: The Greens are strong advocates for 
sustainable and real climate action. Currently they 
are fighting for a 60% reduction in greenhouse gases by 2030 instead of the 55% currently proposed. They also 
want to establish an independent scientific climate council to keep the EU accountable. In support of this, the 
Greens would create a greenhouse gas budget to understand how much the EU can emit and still stay under 
the 1.5-degree climate target.  

Foreign aid: The Greens would like to see the EU increase its accountability, using its means to deliver foreign 
aid while upholding the social, democratic, and environmental objectives that the EU has set.  

Agriculture: The Greens believe the way forward in agriculture is characterised by high biodiversity and locally 
adapted food production which values the environment and animal welfare. The Greens also advocate for less 
pesticides and antibiotics used in food production and origin labels on food. They are also strongly against 
genome editing in agriculture, arguing that it reduces adaptability in crops.  

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: Human rights underlines all policies and actions advocated and 
implemented by the Greens. They wish to protect and uphold the rights of everyone.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Political alignment of Greens/EFA members (source: 
https://europeelects.eu/european-union/) 
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Greens/EFA Member State Composition 
Nation Number of MEPs Percentage of MEPs 

Austria 3 4% 
Belgium 3 4% 
Czechia 3 4% 

Denmark 2 3% 
Finland 3 4% 
France 12 17% 

Germany 25 36% 
Ireland 2 3% 

Italy 4 5.5% 
   

Lithuania 2 3% 
Luxembourg 1 1.5% 
Netherlands 3 4% 

Poland 1 1.5% 
Portugal 1 1.5% 

Spain 3 4% 
Sweden 3 4% 
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Identity and 
Democracy  
www.idgroup.eu  

Commonly known as: ID 

Seats: 65 

Sub-parties:  
• Lega – Italy,  
• National Rally – France,  
• Alternative for Germany – 

Germany,  
• Freedom Party of Austria – 

Austria,  
• Flemish Interest – Flanders,  
• Conservative People’s Party of 

Estonia – Estonia,  
• Finns Party – Finland,  
• Danish People’s Party – Denmark,  
• Freedom and Direct Democracy - 

Czech Republic,  
• The Dutch Party for Freedom - 

the Netherlands.  

Position: Far Right 

President: Marco Zanni 

Mission/About: Identity and Democracy 
(ID) is one of the newest groups in European Parliament, forming in 2019. It is strongly anti-European 
integration and anti-European Union and believes that the ultimate level of functional democracy is the nation 
state. They are interested in protecting the rights and culture of European citizens, including European 
Christian heritage, and in protecting individual states’ sovereignty. They advocate for the defence of law and 
individual freedoms, particularly the protection of freedom of speech. They are strongly against Turkey joining 
the EU as they believe it is not a European country.  

Trade: ID does not have an explicit position on trade. However, as ID is against further integration of the EU, 
they are unlikely to support further measures to link trade. 

Economy: As above, ID does not have an explicit position on the economy. In the past, Identity and Democracy 
have been against sanctions on Russia. Additionally, several of the parties making up ID have been accused of 
receiving financial support from Russia4.  

Climate change: ID does not have a cohesive view on climate change, although several of the parties that make 
up ID are climate-sceptics5.  

Foreign aid: A priority of ID for the 2019–2024 is to control, regulate and limit migration into the EU to protect 
and safeguard European identity and European citizens. This may influence how and where foreign aid is spent. 
In addition to this, they may be more likely to support foreign aid initiatives if it is conditional on complying to 
the rule of law.  

Agriculture: ID does not have an explicit position on agriculture, however, some ID member’s climate 
scepticism will affect their support of some agricultural proposals. 

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: ID has no official or unified position on human rights but is against 
the ‘Islamisation’ of Europe. France’s National Rally has been accused of pink-washing in the past6. In a similar 

Figure 7: Political alignment chart of ID members (source: 
https://europeelects.eu/european-union/) 
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vein, several of the parties making up ID have been accused of xenophobia, islamophobia, and antisemitism7 8 
9 

 

Identity and Democracy Member State Composition 
Nation Number of MEPs Percentage of MEPs 
Austria 3 4.5% 
Belgium 3 4.5% 
Czechia 2 3% 

Denmark 1 1.5% 
Estonia 1 1.5% 
Finland 2 3% 
France 19 29.5% 

Germany 9 14% 
Italy 24 37% 

Netherlands 1 1.5% 

 

Further information: For information as to how a member of the party and nation would vote, it is 
recommended that you research the national sub-parties stated. For example, if you were an Italian ID 
member, you would research the Italian Lega Party’s view on any missing policy areas.  
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European Conservatives and 
Reformists 
www.ecrgroup.eu  

Commonly known as: ECR 

Seats: 64 

Position: Right/ Conservative 

Chairs: Raffaele Fitto and Ryszard Legutko  

Mission: “The ECR Group is at the forefront 
of generating forward-looking policy 
proposals to design a reformed European 
Union that is more flexible, decentralised 
and respects the wishes of its Member 
States. Only an EU that truly listens to its 
people can offer real solutions to the 
problems we face today. We believe in 
cutting red tape, in an EU run by national 
governments not Brussels bureaucrats, in 
doing less but better, in an immigration 
system that works, in spending taxpayer 
money wisely, but most of all, we believe in 
fostering an EU that is safe, secure, 
competitive and prosperous for all.”10 

Trade: ECR want to see more effective trade 
which includes reduced barriers within the 
Single Market and the EU, as well as making 
it easier for European companies to trade with third nations. While ECR want more effective trade, they believe 
in protecting certain sectors in the EU from external shock. ECR envision that limited and controlled imports 
from third nations into the EU are the way to protect EU industry 

Economy:  ECR want to see an “competitiveness test” implemented when EU legislation is being proposed. 
This is to mitigate any unnecessary legislation and avoid ill effects on the economy. They believe in supporting 
businesses, especially through less bureaucracy. ECR also firmly believes in all member states having control 
over their taxation policies and ECR is strongly against a fiscal union. Perhaps in contrast, ECR want to see the 
Single Market further improved upon through the removal of remaining obstacles.  

Climate change: ECR advocate for tackling climate change in a way that does not place a financial burden on 
Member States or businesses. They also think that realistic targets, incremental change, and a sensible 
approach that all Member States support is the ideal way to solve climate change. 

Foreign aid: ECR believes that the best way to provide foreign aid, encourage democracy and uphold human 
rights in third countries is to use EU funding to encourage economic growth and private enterprise.  

Agriculture: ECR believes the way forward in agriculture is for innovation and advancement to thrive. ECR is 
concerned about unfair renumerations for some farmers and wish to see them paid more fairly for their 
produce. As the Russian invasion of Ukraine continues and food scarcity begins, ECR believes European farmers 
should not be burdened with additional requirements arising from climate legislation. ECR hopes without 
additional requirements, European farmers will be able to help fill the food scarcity gap.   

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: ECR believe that the human rights agenda of the European 
Parliament should reflect Member States’ interests while using the collective power of the EU to encourage 
and ensure that third countries are meeting their international obligations. ECR also believes in family values 
and advocates for traditional gender roles based on biology and a return to family life. They are particularly 

Figure 8: Political alignment chart for ECR members (source: 
https://europeelects.eu/european-union/) 
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concerned with religious freedom and have lead campaigns against the persecution of Christians and the 
Rohingya people among others.  

 

 

ECR Member State Composition 
Nation Number of MEPs Percentage of MEPs 

Belgium 3 4.5% 

Bulgaria 2 3% 

Croatia 1 1.5% 

Czechia 4 6% 

Germany 1 1.5 

Greece 1 1.5% 

Italy 8 13% 

Latvia 2 3% 

Lithuania 1 1.5% 

Netherlands 5 8% 

Poland 27 43% 

Romania 1 1.5% 

Slovakia 1 3% 

Spain 4 6% 

Sweden 3 4.5% 
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The Left in the European Parliament 
www.left.eu 

Commonly known as: The Left 

Seats: 39 

Position: Left 

Presidents: Manon Aubry and Martin 
Schirdewan 

Mission: “We stand up for workers, 
environment, feminism, peace & human 
rights. What unites us is the vision of a 
socially equitable and sustainable Europe 
based on international solidarity.”11 

Security/defence: Recognising the 
current trend towards militarization in 
the field of both security and foreign 
affairs, the Left advocates for the use of 
peace in security and foreign affairs.  

Trade: The Left believes that the current 
trade policy of the European Union does 
not serve individual interests, but rather 
the interest of multinational 
corporations.  

Economy: The Left advocates for 
economic policies that benefit people, 
not big businesses. They believe 
employment rights should be better and 
tax dodging should be addressed. The Left also believe in the fair distribution of wealth.  

Climate change: The Left believes in using strong measures to deal with the challenge of climate change. They 
advocate for sustainable and just policies on the environment, agriculture, and fisheries. The aim of these 
policies is to protect nature, strict controls on toxic chemicals and protecting and standing up for small rural 
and coastal communities.  

Foreign aid: The Left believes in using fair policies in foreign aid that uphold human rights. They are against 
neo-colonial attitudes as well.  

Agriculture: The Left believes that the current agricultural model is not suitable for the long-term and would 
like to see the EU become more self-sufficient in agriculture. They advocate for agriculture working in the 
bounds of sustainable practices, and the bounds of the planet. For example, they advocate for less but better-
quality livestock production. They would also like to see more biodiversity existing alongside farming areas.  

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms: Human rights underlines everything the Left does. Their core 
principles in terms of civil liberties and human rights are dignity, equality and solidarity. They advocate for the 
fundamental freedoms for LGBTQIA+ people. Moreover, the Left denounce racism and xenophobia, especially 
with regard to migrants.  

 

 

 

Figure 9: Political alignment chart of the Left members (source: 
https://europeelects.eu/european-union/) 
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The Left Member State Composition 

Nations Number of MEPs Percentage of MEPs 
Belgium 1 2.5% 

Cyprus 2 5% 

Czechia 1 2.5% 

Denmark 1 2.5% 

Finland 1 2.5% 

France 6 15.5% 

Germany 5 12.5% 

Greece 6 15.5% 

Ireland 4 10.5% 

Netherlands 1 2.5% 

Portugal 4 10.5% 

Spain 6 15.5% 

Sweden 1 2.5% 
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Introduction to the topic:  Climate Change   

In the past, climate policy in the European Union was not as important as it is today.  Nevertheless, the EU’s 
first environmental goals and actions were set in 1972, when it adopted the first EU Environment Action 
Programme and established the first environmental ministries. Since then, the EU’s goals and actions have 
been adjusted at regular intervals12.  

Article 191 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) sets the goals of the Union Policy 
on the environment and provides guidelines on how to prepare for them. This is especially important in 
matters of climate change, as this topic requires the constant adjustment of policies on how to reach the goals 
of the Union Policy on environmental issues.  

 

Article 191 (1) TFEU13 

“Union policy on the environment shall contribute to pursuit of the following objectives: 

 — preserving, protecting, and improving the quality of the environment,  

— protecting human health,  

— prudent and rational utilisation of natural resources,  

— promoting measures at international level to deal with regional or worldwide environmental problems, and 
in particular combating climate change.”  

 

Not only has the EU recognised the importance of protecting the environment, but Climate Change has also 
become increasingly important globally. For example, the current European Green Deal is a set of measures 
that address climate change in multifaceted way. Some measures include reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
to at least 55% of 1990s levels by 2030 and signing the 2050 goal of a climate neutral Europe into law14 15 

 

What is climate change?  

Climate change is a change in usual weather patterns. This could mean a change in rainfall or a change in usual 
temperature for a month or season. Climate change also means a change in Earth’s overall climate. That is why 
the terms “climate change” and “global warming” are sometimes used interchangeably. The change of climate 
and the rise of the average surface temperature on Earth itself is nothing new. The planet's climate has 
constantly been changing over geological time. The problem is that through human interference, the planet is 
warming up much quicker than it has previously16.  

 
Causes of climate change 

Humans are increasingly influencing the climate and the earth's temperature by burning fossil fuels, cutting 
down rainforests and farming livestock. This adds enormous amounts of greenhouse gases to those naturally 
occurring in the atmosphere, increasing the greenhouse effect and global warming. The greenhouse effect 
refers to the way the Earth's atmosphere traps some of the energy from the sun. Some gases in the Earth's 
atmosphere act like the glass in a greenhouse, trapping the sun's heat and stopping it from leaking back into 
space.  Many of these gases occur naturally, but human activity increases the concentrations of some in the 
atmosphere, in particular: carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, nitrous oxide and fluorinated gases. 17  
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Crucial human activities increasing these gases are among others: 
 Action Effect 

Energy production from fossil fuels (by burning 
coal, oil, and gas), the production of electricity 
and the consumption of energy 

Discharges large amounts of CO2 into the 
atmosphere 

Cutting down forests (deforestation) Trees help to regulate the climate by absorbing 
CO2 from the atmosphere. So, when they are cut 
down, that beneficial effect is lost and the carbon 
stored in the trees is released into the atmosphere, 
adding to the greenhouse effect 
 

Increased livestock farming Cows and sheep produce large amounts of 
methane when they digest their food 
 

Fertilisers containing nitrogen Produce nitrous oxide emissions 
 

Fluorinated gases Produce a very strong warming effect, up to 
23,000 times greater than CO2. These are released 
in smaller quantities and are being phased down 
by EU regulation 

 
Main source sectors in the EU  
As you can see in figure 318 below, the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions result largely from the combustion of 
fuel. The share of fuel combustion in total emissions has decreased over the years. However, as emissions 
from the transport sector have increased, emissions resulting from the generation and consumption of energy 
in general have decreased. As a result, energy and climate policies are closely linked, and countries' climate 
policies often focus on these sectors.  

Figure 10: EU Greenhouse gas emissions by sector 1990-2017 
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Consequences of climate change 

Climate change affects all regions around the world. Polar ice sheets are melting, and the sea is rising. In some 
regions extreme weather events and rainfall are becoming more common while others are experiencing more 
extreme heat waves and droughts.19 

These impacts are expected to intensify in the coming decades:  

 

- Melting ice and rising seas  

When water warms up it expands. At the same time global warming causes polar ice sheets and glaciers 
to melt. The combination of these changes is causing sea levels to rise, resulting in flooding and erosion 
of coastal and low-lying areas.  

- Extreme weather, shifting rainfall  

Heavy rain and other extreme weather events are becoming more frequent. This can lead to floods and 
decreasing water quality, but also decreasing availability of water resources in some regions.  

- Risks for human health  

There has been an increase in the number of heat-related deaths in some regions and a decrease in 
cold-related deaths in others.   

- Risks for wildlife  

Climate change is happening so fast that many plants and animal species are struggling to cope with the 
changes. Many terrestrial, freshwater, and marine species have already moved to new locations.  Some 
plant and animal species will be at increased risk of extinction if global average temperatures continue 
to rise unchecked.  

- Costs for society and economy  

Damage to property, infrastructure and to human health imposes heavy costs on society and the 
economy. In the EU Member States, disasters caused by weather and climate-related extremes 
accounted for approximately €446 billion of economic losses in EEA member states between 1990-
201920  

Sectors that rely strongly on certain temperatures and precipitation levels such as agriculture, forestry, 
energy, and tourism are particularly affected.  

- Consequences for developing countries  

Many poor developing countries are among the most affected. People living there often depend heavily 
on their natural environment and they have the least resources to cope with the changing climate.  

- Consequences for Europe  

Southern and Central Europe are seeing more frequent heat waves, forest fires and droughts. Northern 
Europe is getting significantly wetter, and winter floods could become common. The Mediterranean 
area is becoming drier, making it even more vulnerable to drought and wildfires. Urban areas, where 4 
out of 5 Europeans now live, are exposed to heat waves, flooding, or rising sea levels, but are often ill-
equipped for adapting to climate change.  
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Global climate action   
Overview of most important international climate policies:  

UNITED NATIONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE (UNFCCC) 

In 1994, the UNFCCC entered into force. 196 nations plus the European Economic Community have signed the 
treaty, making membership of the treaty near universal. Parties meet annually at the Conference of the Parties 
(COP) to negotiate multilateral responses to climate change. 21 

The UNFCCC is the first international treaty that describes climate change as a serious problem and commits 
the international community to action. The idea is that, as industrialised countries are the source of most past 
and current greenhouse gas emissions, they should do the most to cut emissions on home ground.  

THE KYOTO PROTOCOL  

The Kyoto Protocol is the world's first greenhouse gas emissions reduction treaty and constitutes a further 
specification of the UNFCCC22. The Protocol legally binds developed countries to emission reduction targets. 
In 1997 it was adopted and in 2005 it entered into force. 192 countries make up the parties of the Kyoto 
protocol.  

Its first commitment period was 2008-2012 and set an emission reduction target for of 5% reduction compared 
to 1990 levels 37 industrialised countries. The decision on the second commitment period of the Kyoto 
Protocol 2013–2020 (the Doha amendment) was made at the COP in 2012. Parties committed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 18% below 1990 levels during the second commitment period. However, 
the composition of Parties in the second commitment period is different from the first. The Kyoto Protocol 
also has an adaption fund to help nations adapt to adverse climate change effects. 

PARIS AGREEMENT  

The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international treaty on climate change that was adopted on 12 
December 2015 in Paris. It entered into force in 2016 but its regulations officially only apply from 2020 when 
the Kyoto Protocol expires. Parties worldwide agreed to limit global warming to well below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5°C. The Agreement 
has been considered historical and making a difference in the international climate change politics. It includes 
several uniform obligations for all Parties. It does not include specific emission reduction requirements, but 
each Party is to prepare, communicate and maintain successive so called “Nationally Determined 
Contributions” (NCD) that it intends to achieve. 23    
 

EU climate action   

“We are determined to tackle climate change and turn it into an opportunity for Europe.”   
- Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission24 

Combined, the EU Member States rank third behind China and the United States in emitting greenhouse 
gases25 26. Consequently, the EU is determined to help raise global ambition and is leading by example tackling 
the climate change.  
 

EU climate targets   

TARGETS FOR 2020  

The 2020 climate & energy package sets three key targets: 27  

• 20% cut in greenhouse gas emissions (from 1990 levels)  
• 20% of EU energy from renewables  
• 20% improvement in energy efficiency 
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TARGETS FOR 2030  

The 2030 climate and energy framework include the following key targets for 2030: 32 28  

• At least 55% cut in greenhouse gas emissions (from 1990 levels) 
• At least 32% share for renewable energy 
• At least 32.5% improvement in energy efficiency  

TARGETS FOR 2050 – NET-ZERO EMISSIONS/ THE GREEN DEAL  

EU’s long-term vision is to be climate neutral by 2050. Climate neutrality means emissions will yield no net 
impact on the climate and includes warming effects that do not come from carbon. With climate neutrality in 
2050, emissions will be able to be effectively absorbed by nature29.  

The term “Green Deal” was mentioned as highest priority in Ursula von der Leyen’s address to the European 
Parliament plenary upon her election of presidency for the European Commission in November 201930. In 
December 2019, the Commission specified its plans concerning the Green Deal. It includes updating the EU’s 
climate ambition, with a goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2050 in line with the Paris Agreement31. In 
December 2020, the European Parliament endorsed an updated 2030 binding target. This target will aim to 
reduce climate emissions by 55% compared to 1990 levels32. The European Green Deal has enshrined the 2050 
climate goals into law, with its formal adoption entering into force on 29 July 202133. 

 An interim target is to be set in 2040 to ensure the progress of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Binding 
national targets on energy efficiency and renewable energy in each member state are needed by June 202134.  

The European Green Deal Investment Plan, proposed by the European Commission, is designed to attract at 
least one trillion euros worth of public and private investment over the next decade35. 
 

EU CLIMATE LAW36 

The EU climate law was officially adopted in 2021 and entered into force on 29 July 2021. The law sets out 
several obligations which includes:   
 

o a legal objective for the Union to reach climate neutrality by 2050 
 

o an ambitious 2030 climate target of at least 55% reduction of net emissions of greenhouse gases as 
compared to 1990, with clarity on the contribution of emission reductions and removals 

o recognition of the need to enhance the EU's carbon sink through a more ambitious LULUCF 
regulation, for which the Commission made a proposal in July 2021 
 

o a process for setting a 2040 climate target, taking into account an indicative greenhouse gas budget 
for 2030-2050 to be published by the Commission 
 

o a commitment to negative emissions after 2050 
 

o the establishment of European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate Change, that will provide 
independent scientific advice 
 

o stronger provisions on adaptation to climate change 
 

o strong coherence across Union policies with the climate neutrality objective 
 

o a commitment to engage with sectors to prepare sector-specific roadmaps charting the path to 
climate neutrality in different areas of the economy 
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The main objectives of the European Green Deal Investment Plan40 are as explained in figure 12 

Figure 11: Money generation for the European Green Deal 

Figure 12: European Green Deal Objectives 
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Measures to achieve the targets  
The European Union has a wide variety of measures, projects, regulations, and laws to effectively combat 
climate change. This includes actions in all areas: forest and agriculture, transport, industry, water, and air and 
much more. The main pillars that the EU perceives to achieve the objectives outlined above are outlined below.  

 

1. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS REDUCTIONS POLICY INSTRUMENTS 

 

Emissions Trading System (ETS)  

The EU Emissions trading scheme has been and will continue to be an integral EU policy instrument in regard 
to climate change.37 The concept of Emission Trading Scheme is to cap the number of emissions that can be 
emitted by each installation (an installation is a company, power station, factory etc.). Each member state 
auctions their allocated emission credits to their installations. The installations are then able to buy or sell their 
credits off one another if they are unused. As it costs to buy emission credits, energy efficient and sustainable 
practices become more attractive and affordable for installations because it will cost them less than buying 
emission credits. Sustainable practices and energy efficiency will become more attractive as over time the 
number of emissions auctioned by member states will decrease.  

 

Emission credit An emission credit is one tonne of CO2 emissions. It costs to have 
one of these credits. Therefore, if a company had 15 emission 
credits, they would be allowed to emit 15 tonnes of CO2 emissions.  

Installation An installation is the umbrella term for emitters. For example, it 
would include factories, companies, and power stations.  

  

Effort Sharing Legislation  

Any sector that is not covered by the Emissions Trading Scheme (such as transport, building, agriculture, and 
waste) is subject to individual member states’ binding Greenhouse Gas Emissions reduction targets. The 
European Parliament and the European Council has set minimum targets for 2021-2030 that will reach the 
goal of 30% Greenhouse gas emissions reduction compared to their 2005 levels from these sectors. 

 

Emissions from land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF) 

The LULUCF Regulation was adopted in 2018. It sets a binding commitment for each Member State in the 
period 2021 to 2030 to ensure that accounted emissions from land use are entirely compensated by an 
equivalent removal of CO2 from the atmosphere through sustainable action in the sector. 38 39 For example, if 
a plantation of trees was logged, the plantation must be replanted with an equal or greater number of trees 
as what was logged to offset the negative effect of logging. This is known as the “no debit” rule.  

2. RENEWABLE ENERGY DIRECTIVE (RED)  

The Renewable Energy Directive seeks to ensure that by 2030 renewable energy will make up at least 32% of 
the EU’s total energy consumption in terms of electricity generation, transport, heating, and cooling. A new 
target (32.5%) will apply for 2030. As part of the overall target, Member States are committed to providing at 
least 14% of their transport fuels from renewable energy sources. Each Member State adopts its own national 
renewable energy action plan with its own targets. 
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3. ENERGY EFFICIENCY DIRECTIVE (EED)  

By using energy more efficiently and thereby consuming less, Europeans can lower their energy bills, help 
protect the environment and reduce the EU's reliance on external suppliers of oil and gas. The EU has set an 
energy efficiency target of 32.5% by 2030.  Member States were required to set their own indicative national 
energy efficiency targets as part of the National Climate and Energy Plans (NECPs). However, it is acknowledged 
that energy efficiency is the one area where member states’ goals do not directly align with those of the EU.  

4. FUNDING  

The EU, its Member States (including the United Kingdom) and the European Investment Bank are together 
the biggest contributor of public climate finance to developing countries, giving €23.2 billion in 2019. 40  

5. COOPERATION WITH NON-EU COUNTRIES & REGIONS  

 
The EU additionally facilitates several platforms and initiatives with external nations surrounding climate 
change and policies. 

 
An example is the Global Climate Change Alliance Plus (GCCA+), which is funded by the European Union. GCCA+ 
is focussed on Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States, which are the most vulnerable 
to the adverse effects of climate change. The main priorities of GCCA+ are bringing climate change to the 
forefront of national development strategies, increasing climate resilience, and supporting the conception and 
implementation of climate adaptation and mitigation strategies.  

 

Another example is the International Platform on Sustainable Finance which aims to increase the private 
capital mobilisation for investment that is environmentally sustainable.  

 

EU progress towards its goals  
Each Member State is required to establish climate and energy action plans to make intended efforts 
transparent and to make it possible to monitor the progress. 

1. PROGRESS TOWARDS GHG EMISSIONS REDUCTION TARGETS 

The EU has already exceeded its targets for 2020 since greenhouse gas emissions were reduced by 24% 
between 1990 and 2019, while the economy grew by approximately 60% over the same period. Sectors 
covered by the ETS, particularly power plants, showed the most decline in emissions. 41  

The effective implementation of all climate, energy and mobility targets laid down in Union law could lead to 
EU greenhouse gas reductions up to around 45% in 2030 compared to 1990.  However, Member States need 
to further accelerate implementation to achieve the 2030 targets.  

2. PROGRESS RED  

Key findings from the latest EU-wide report, published in 2020 show that despite the challenges of Covid-19, 
The EU is well on track to reach its 2020 binding targets for renewable energy. However, all countries will have 
to continue their efforts to meet and exceed these targets especially as several states will not have met the 
2020 targets. 42 

3. PROGRESS EED  

The 2020 assessment of the progress made by Member States towards the national energy efficiency targets 
shows that the 2020 targets have been met, but the report speculates that this was only achieved due to the 
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warm winter and Covid-19. Therefore, in order to meet 2030 targets the current policy implementations at 
national level will need to be reassessed promptly, especially as a post COVID-19 electricity usage boom is 
anticipated. 43  

 

For an up-to-date timeline on European Union progress on the European Green Deal, please visit 
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/green-deal/timeline-european-green-deal/ 

Covid-19 and the impact on Climate Change 

The immediate impact of Covid-19 on climate change has been positive- with less air travel, less use of vehicles, 
and less production in general, most countries have reported significant decreases in Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions for 2020.  

 
However, in the long term the benefits of 2020 on climate change may be negligible according to a study 
published by MIT44. It proposes that due to the economic shocks that may result from the pandemic nations 
may elect to unsustainably invest to restart their economies.  

Additionally, as has been mentioned previously, the use of energy is expected to go up as industries restart.  

 

Recent European Parliament Action on Climate Change 

Fit for 55 Adopted 

On 7th June 2022, European Parliament elected to adopt the “fit for 55” package which will see faster EU 
action against climate change, and increased energy independence. Among the big changes, the Emissions 
Trading Scheme will phase out free allowances, the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism’s scope will be 
broadened, and a Social Climate Fund will be established.  

Read more here: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20220616IPR33219/climate-
change-parliament-pushes-for-faster-eu-action-and-energy-independence 
 

Scope of Deforestation Rules Widened  

On 12th July 2022, the environment committee agreed to broaden the scope of their deforestation legislation 
and to enforce fines and penalties on companies that fail to comply. The changes mean that more industries 
and products will have to carry out “due diligence” checks, supply chain evaluation and more to ensure their 
products are deforestation free. The new areas under the scope of the deforestation rules now includes 
pigmeat, sheep and goats, poultry, maize and rubber, charcoal and printed paper products 

Read more here: https://northbrief.com/news/meps-tighten-deforestation-rules-covering-banks/ 
 

“Good for the climate and bad for Putin”  

On 13th July 2022, the European Parliament’s energy committee supported a call to reduce energy and 
increase renewable energy targets for 2030. This comes in the face Russian threats to cut off its gas supply to 
Europe, which would result in widespread energy shortages.  

Read more here: https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/eu-lawmakers-seek-more-energy-savings-
tackle-gas-crunch-2022-07-13/ 
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Consumerism and climate change 

Background 
As Grant45 writes “climate change is a multifaceted problem that strikes both broadly and deeply into the 
economic and cultural fabric of the developed world; therefore, solutions must be equally broad and deep.” 
On a simple level, one tends to associate consumerism with wanting the newest iPhone or having the latest 
fashion. However, it is more complex than that. The societal shift to placing responsibility on individuals to 
make eco-friendly consumption choices has been criticised as a “green-washing” strategy46. In other words, 
the responsibility to consume ethically is placed on individuals instead of manufacturers or governments. 
There are several issues with this shift. For example, sustainable fashion is a solution that combats fast 
fashion, but is often not size inclusive, not financially viable for some socioeconomic groups, and may not be 
suitable for disabled people’s needs47.  

While individual consumerism is part of the equation, it is certainly not the only factor. The way that energy, 
food, and trade is produced and consumed are also part of the problem. It is estimated that to combat the 
effects of climate change, the energy and industry sectors will need to reduce their carbon emissions by 30-
70% by 2050 and have zero or less emissions after 205048. Food consumption is also an issue contributing 
the climate change. Approximately one third of food becomes food waste, which in turn contributes to 8-
10% of global emissions49 while agriculture accounts for 30% of global emissions50.  

On top of these factors, some brands of goods such as electronics, clothing, and household wares are now 
designed with the concept of planned obsolescence in mind, either through physical limitations of the 
product’s hardware or fabrics, or increasingly commonly using software as a tool to force consumers to 
upgrade from a device or tool that while older is still functioning51. The use of this tactic puts a higher degree 
of strain on global suppliers of raw materials such as cotton, precious metals, and petroleum products to 
meet an induced demand52. This in turn has resulted in a steady decrease in worker’s rights and 
renumeration in Less Developed Countries (LDC’s), as international producers seek to lower prices for raw 
materials to increase production without increased overhead expenses5354.  
55This “Core-Periphery” economic relationship is also reflected in the impact climate change and consumer 
waste is having on these LDC’s, something 
the EU has recognised and aims to reduce 
through the creation of circular economies 
and reinforcing the concept of a right to 
repair565758. Extractive processes carried out 
in nations eager for Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) has resulted in numerous 
environmental catastrophes; events which 
are often left to the state and local 
communities to clean up rather than the 
company responsible59 60. Large-scale 
extraction operations also commonly have a 
negative impact on the vulnerable 
communities that live near them, especially 
if those communities exist in a nomadic or 
non-traditional societal structure61. 
Additionally, it is estimated that 1 in 500 
people62, including children, are in forced 
labour, meaning that a significant portion of 
goods produced were produced through 
forced labour 

 

 

Figure 13: Consumption expenditure of the European Union over time in USD. 
The United States and Burundi (currently the poorest nation) are also 
graphed for comparison.  
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It is acknowledged that climate change will disproportionality affect people already in vulnerable or 
marginalized positions in society such as indigenous peoples, women, the elderly, children, minorities, 
migrants, persons with disabilities, rural workers, and the poor. Additionally, those living in areas the most 
affected by climate change- such as small islands, arid regions, low and coastal areas, and the polar region- 
will be disproportionally affected. It is expected that Pacific Islands communities, especially rural 
communities, will be the first to feel the effects of climate change.  

However, it is not only these vulnerable and marginalized groups that will be affected. As the population 
grows, and consumption increases, more people will feel the effects of climate change acutely. In turn, 
people’s human rights will be affected.  

Some of the human rights at risk include:  

1) The right to water and sanitation 
a) The right to safe, sufficient, accessible, and affordable water for personal and domestic uses will be 

impacted, resulting in water scarcity. This is expected to disproportionately affect vulnerable 
communities who may not have the necessary resources (for example, money) to secure water.  

2) The right to food 
a) Climate change exacerbates food scarcity and food insecurity. Additionally, it impacts economic 

opportunities for those working in agriculture if they lose harvests or have less resources to grow 
food. This is expected to disproportionately affect women in rural areas in developing countries. 

3) The right to self-determination 
a) Every individual has the right to self-determination- the ability to freely determine their political 

status and pursue their economic, social, and cultural development as they see fit. Climate change 
can affect this by impacting the way of life or their livelihood. For example, the threat to the Pacific 
Islands means that rural communities who live a very traditional way of life may not be able to 
continue to do so as climate change may make them move elsewhere for survival.  

4) The rights of future generations 
a) Although not formally recognized as a right, it is acknowledged that inaction on climate change now 

will severely impede on the rights of those not yet born, including the most basic needs such as 
housing, water, and food. 

5) The rights of those most affected by climate change 
a) As previously mentioned, those already in marginalized positions or vulnerable situations will be 

most affected. For example, a middle-class person who lives in the city may have their right to food 
and water affected whereas a poor person living in a coastal rural community may have their right 
not only to food and water affected, but also their right to housing and to self-determination 
affected as they may need to move to survive. Therefore, states have a duty to ensure that their 
rights are protected and most importantly that their right to self-determination is honoured.  

 

Why does the EU care? 
First and foremost, every state, including all states in the EU, have a legal obligation to uphold human 
rights63. Additionally, under the Treaty of the European Union, the EU’s founding values include human 
dignity and the protection of and the respect for human rights including the rights of people belonging to 
minorities64. If they were to ignore the human rights facet of climate change, the validity of this core 
principle would be called into question. The EU also sees themselves as a leader in the protection of human 
rights and they are often an underlying component of all action and relations the EU has. Lastly, with the EU 
being the third largest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions but also among those least likely to feel the 
immediate effects of climate change, they have an obligation to contribute to climate justice. Climate justice 
addresses the fact that those who have contributed the least to climate change will be disproportionately 
affected. Therefore, it is important that those who are more responsible to not only be held accountable for 
their own roles, but also to support the affected nations mitigate, adapt and fight climate change.  
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Figure 14: Infographic on the European Union's textile waste crisis 65 
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Textile waste, especially from fast fashion is an ongoing problem as displayed in the above infographic. Some 
of the most profitable European Union major fast fashion brands include66.  

o Inditex which includes ZARA (Spain) 
o  H&M (Sweden)  
o Adidas (Germany)  
o Primark/Penneys (Ireland)  

 
Energy consumption has also been increasingly consumed and as energy production has attributed to 
climate emissions and therefore climate change, it is important to understand how it has been consumed67.  
 

  

Figure 15: Final energy consumption by fuel, EU, 1990-2020 
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Draft Directive for the European Parliament 

This draft Directive comprises the items you will be negotiating during the Model EU event. Representing your 
Political Group’s interests, you will seek to reach agreement (or not) on each item. Remember, you are 
presenting the view of your Political Group, not your own personal opinion – these may (and often do) differ.  
 

 
Directive 2022 of the European Parliament on Climate Change and Consumerism 
 

Article 1: DEFAIT 
Committee on Development, Foreign Affairs, and International Trade 

 
 

1. All multilateral and bilateral trade agreements negotiated with third countries shall include 
conditionality articles on sustainable production, including the preservation of natural resources 
and environment  
 

2. Trade barriers shall be introduced on all third countries which fail to meet their commitments to 
carbon reduction under the Paris Agreement. These barriers include: 

a) an 8% import tariff rate on all goods; 
b) a 15% import tariff rate on all goods following three consecutive years of failing to meet 

commitments; 
c) an embargo on all goods following five consecutive years of failing to meet 

commitments. 
 

3. The Parliament proposes the establishment of an international climate club, where carbon pricing 
and policies can be discussed with third nations, in according with CBAM  
 

4. Funding of carbon dioxide removal solutions in third countries, such as forestation and soil carbon 
sequestration, is included in measures of offsetting emissions by Member States. 

a) Member States are collectively required to provide a minimum of €22 billion annually in 
public climate finance to developing countries. 

 
5. Technology relating to climate change mitigation is exempt from intellectual property regulation, 

allowing it to be better accessed by third countries. 
 

6. Development assistance provided to third countries shall not be allocated if it could lead to 
increases in carbon emissions. 

 
 

 
PTO 
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Article 2: PEAGEN 

Committee on Fisheries, Agriculture and Environment  
 

1. Member States shall collect and report data on their national methane emissions to the same 
standard as carbon emission data. 
 

2. Member States and third countries should consider the environmental impact of their industries 
and industry regulations on marginalised communities when developing policy. 
 

3. Emissions produced by agricultural activity are to be included in the existing European Union 
emissions trading system. 
 

4. The core aims of the Common Agricultural Policy shall include achieving climate-neutrality by 
2050. In practice this includes: 
 

a. income support contingent upon achieving emission reduction targets; 
b. dedicating 40% of each rural development programme to environmental measures; 
c. ceasing all promotion activities of EU agri-food products. 

 
5. Member states should encourage consumers to reduce their consumption of animal products, 

with particular regard to red meat.  
a. Member states should consider introducing criminal penalties for the wasteful 

consumption of animal products. 
b. Intensification of animal agriculture to reduce the land requirements of agricultural 

production is recommended. 
 

6. To combat climate change, fishing stocks shall be protected under European law  
a. Excess fishing right shall go first to landlocked third nations and then to indigenous 

communities reliant on fishing 
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Article 3: IREIST 

Committee on Industry, Research, Energy, Innovation, Space and Technology 
 

1. The European Parliament will endorse making the European Academies’ Science Advisory 
Council’s (EASAC) climate and energy recommendations legally binding  
 

2. All European space activities will be required to collect human space junk and recycling all useable 
materials  

a. Any space activities European Member States are included in must be zero emissions by 
2040 
 

3. As curbing mobility is not an option, EU member states will introduce free public transport in all 
urban areas 

a. The Parliament endorses research in futurist transport methods in the distant future 
  

4. The European Parliament endorses renewable energy investment 
a. Nuclear will be considered the preferable renewable energy source 
b. Gas will also be considered a renewable energy source    

 
5. The parliament will put aside funding for an electric car charging network throughout Europe 

a. The parliament will additionally fund research towards the feasibility of electric heavy 
vehicles  
 

6. The Parliament will endorse European industries to phase out planned obsolescence by June 2023 
in accordance with the circular economy and the right to repair  

a. All technology manufacturers must have universal charging cables for their products  
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Article 4: HURCILES 

Committee on Human Rights, Civil Liberties, Justice, and Home Affairs 
 

1. To aid individual consumer choices and climate action, data on carbon emissions must be 
published annually by; 

a. Members of the European Parliament; 
b. CEOs and Boards of Directors of major European companies;  
c. Billionaires with any residence in the European Union; 
d. Russian citizens  

 
2. Ecocide by corporations is recognized as an international crime to be prosecuted in the 

International Court of Justice  
 

3. Member States should discourage the use of cryptocurrencies by financial and commercial 
institutions due to their high energy requirements including as methods of payment 
 

4. The European Parliament will discourage the import of goods and services produced by forced 
labour  
 

5. The voting age for the election of the European Parliament shall be 21 years for all citizens of the 
Union 

a. All individuals aged sixteen and above in paid employment shall also be able to vote  
 

6. The rights of indigenous peoples to their lands, territories, and resources in Member States and 
third countries includes the right to freedom from climate change-induced damage to those 
resources. 

a. Companies that are responsible for environmental damage will be required to pay fines to 
the communities affected  

b. Herds of wildlife that are central to the livelihoods of communities within Europe must be 
conserved by the Member State(s) in which they reside 
 

7. The European Parliament shall recognise people displaced by climate change as refugees 
a. Internally climate change displaced people shall receive assistance and funding from the 

European Union 
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The Member States of the EU  

 

The following pages provide brief outlines of the Member States of the European Union to guide your 
preparation. You are nevertheless advised to read beyond the material provided here. 

 

SUGGESTED SOURCES OF INFORMATION AND INTRODUCTION TO THE TOPIC 

 

Cho, R. (2020, December 16): How Buying Stuff Drives Climate Change. Columbia Climate School. 
https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2020/12/16/buying-stuff-drives-climate-
change/#:~:text=In%20fact%2C%20our%20consumer%20habits,the%20most%20per%20capita%20impact. 

 

Phillips, L. (n.d). Consumerism and Climate Change: How the Choices You Make Can Help Mitigate the Effects 
of Climate Change. Retrieved 15 July from https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/consumerism-and-
climate-change-how-choices-you-make-can-help-mitigate-effects 

 

Economist Intelligence Unit, (2020) Democracy Index 2020: In sickness and in health? 
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2020/  

 

Freedom in the World Index Freedom House (2021) Countries and Territories. 
https://freedomhouse.org/countries/freedom-world/scores 
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Austria 
Population: 8,932,664 

Seats in EU Parliament: 19  

Joining Dates:  

• EU: 1995 
• Schengen Area: 1997 
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 
1945) 

Government: Coalition of centre-left Green party 
and liberal-conservative Austrian People’s Party 
(ÖVP) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 18th 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) progress 
score: 77/100 

Growth in 2019: 1.6% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated): - 6.7%  

Among Austria’s biggest exports are automotive, machinery, and medicines. The main industries are tourism, 
the metal industry, and engineering68. As of 2018, 33.62% of Austria’s energy comes from renewable sources69 
whereas nuclear energy accounted for 0%70.  Austria’s Greenhouse gas emissions have increased above 1990 
levels by 2.56% in 201871.  

 

Belgium 

Population: 11,566,041 

Seats in EU Parliament: 21 

Joining Dates:  

• EU (former EEC): 1958 (founder) 
• Schengen Area: 1995 
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Monarchy (since 1830) 

Government: Seven-party coalition formed by the Flemish-
speaking and francophone wings of the Liberal, Social 
Democrat, and Green parties, along with the Christian 
Democrat and Flemish party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 14th 

SDG progress score: 71/100 

Growth in 2019: 1.4% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated) - 8.3%   
Among Belgium’s biggest exports are automotive, medicines, and petroleum oils. The main industries are 
tourism, Petro-chemicals, and software development72. As of 2019, 9.92% of Belgium’s energy comes from 
renewable sources73. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 63.1% of Belgium’s energy production74. 
Belgium’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 17.33% in 201875. 
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Bulgaria 
Population: 6,916,548 

Seats in EU Parliament: 17  

Joining Dates:  

• EU: 2007 
• Schengen Area: in progress 
• Eurozone: in progress 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1990) 

Government: Provisional government (elections due 
July 2021); previous government: coalition of the 
liberal-conservative, pro-European GERB and an 
electoral alliance of Eurosceptic and right-wing 
populist parties (United Patriots, OP) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 56th 

SDG progress score: 55/100 

Growth in 2019: 3.4% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated): - 4 

Among Bulgaria’s biggest exports are petroleum oils, copper, medicines, and wheat76. The main industries of 
Bulgaria are textiles, the pharmaceutical industry, and tourism77. As of 2019, 21.56% of Bulgaria’s energy 
comes from renewable sources78. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 34.9% of Bulgaria’s energy 
production79. Bulgaria’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 42.84% in 201880 

 
Croatia 

Population: 4,036,355 

Seats in EU Parliament: 12 

Joining Dates:  

• EU: 2013 
• Schengen Area: In progress 
• Eurozone: In progress 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 2000) 

Government: Coalition of centre-right, pro-European HDZ 
party and centre-left, social-liberal HNS party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 43rd 

SDG progress score: 66/100 

Growth in 2019: 2.9% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated): - 9% 

Among Croatia’s biggest exports are petroleum oils, medicines, blood, and wood. The main industries of 
Croatia are tourism, forestry, textiles, and the steel industry81. As of 2019, 28.46% of Croatia’s energy comes 
from renewable sources82 and in 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Croatia’s energy production83. 
Croatia’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 24.77% in 201884.   
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Cyprus 
Population : 896,005  

Seats in EU Parliament: 6  

Joining Dates:  

• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: In progress 
• Eurozone: 2008 

Political system: Presidential Republic (since 1960) 

Government: Coalition of conservative Democratic 
Rally (DISY) and centre-right Democratic Party (DIKO) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 33rd 

SDG progress score: 60/100 

Growth in 2019: 3.2% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  - 6.4%  

Among Cyprus’s biggest exports are petroleum oils, cruise ships and other maritime vessels, medicines, and 
cheese. The main industries of Cyprus are tourism and maritime transport85. As of 2019, 13.8% of Cyprus’s 
energy comes from renewable sources86. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Cyprus’s energy 
production87. Cyprus’s Greenhouse gas emissions have increased from the 1990 levels by 53.81% in 201888. 

 

Czechia 
Population: 10,701,777  

Seats in EU Parliament: 21  

Joining Dates:  

• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007  
• Eurozone: In progress 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1993) 

Government: centrist minority coalition government, 
consisting of ANO 2011 and Czech Social Democratic 
Party (ČSSD) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 27th  

SDG progress score: 71/100 

Growth in 2019: 2.3% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated): - 6.5% 

Among the Czech Republic’s biggest exports are automotive and spare parts, and machinery. The main 
industries are the automotive industry and tourism89.As of 2019, 16.24% of the Czech Republic’s energy comes 
from renewable sources90 and 27.2% from nuclear sources (2018) The Czech Republic’s Greenhouse gas 
emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 35.18% in 201891. 
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Denmark 
Population: 5,840,045  

Seats in EU Parliament: 14 

Joining Dates:  

• EU: 1973 
• Schengen Area: 2001  
• Eurozone: Opted out 

Political system: Parliamentary Monarchy (since 
1870) 

Government: Minority government of centre-left 
Social Democratic Party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 10th   

SDG progress score: 80/100 

Growth in 2019: 2.3% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated): - 4.5%  

Among Denmark’s biggest exports are pharmaceuticals, wind turbines, meat, mineral fuels, and engines and 
motors. The main industries of Denmark are banking, tourism, and biotechnology92. Agriculture additionally 
plays a strong role in the Danish economy. As of 2019, 37.20% of Denmark’s energy comes from renewable 
sources93. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Denmark’s energy production94. Denmark’s 
Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 29.31% in 201895.  
 

Estonia 
Population: 1,330,068  

Seats in EU Parliament: 7  

Joining Dates:  

• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007  
• Eurozone: 2011 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1990) 

Government: Coalition of centre-right Reform Party and 
centre to centre-left Centre Party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 29th 

SDG progress score: 71/100  

Growth in 2019: 5% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated): -5.2%  

Among Estonia’s biggest exports are non-crude petroleum oils, cars, and prefabricated buildings. The main 
industries of Estonia are the food industry, electronics, and IT96.  As of 2019, 31.88% of Estonia’s energy comes 
from renewable sources97. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Estonia’s energy production98. 
Estonia’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 50.02% in 201899.  
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Finland 
Population: 5,533,793  

Seats in EU Parliament: 14 

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 1995 
• Schengen Area: 2001 
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 2000) 

Government: Centre-left coalition of five parties (Social 
Democratic Party, Centre Party, Green League, Left Alliance, 
Swedish People’s Party of Finland) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 11th 

SDG progress score: 81/100 

Growth in 2019: 1.1% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):-4%  

Among Finland’s biggest exports are petroleum oils, paper, and motor cars. The main industries of Finland are 
forestry, metal production, and communication technologies100. As of 2019, 43.08% of Finland’s energy comes 
from renewable sources101. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 27.6% of Finland’s energy production102.  
Finland’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 18.9% in 2018103.  

 

France 
Population: 67,439,599  

Seats in EU Parliament: 79 

Joining Dates:  
• EU (former EEC): 1958 (founder) 
• Schengen Area: 1995  
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Semi-Presidential Republic (since 1958) 

Government: Coalition of five centrist parties (largest is 
liberal, pro-European, slightly right leaning) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 26th  

SDG progress score: 72/100  

Growth in 2019: 1.5% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -9.8%  

Among France’s biggest exports are aircrafts, vehicles, pharmaceuticals, wine, hydrocarbons, and electronic 
components. The main industries of are tourism, telecommunications, electronics, aerospace, automotive, 
and weapons104. As of 2019, 17.21% of Frances’s energy comes from renewable sources105. In 2018, Nuclear 
energy accounted for 78% of Frances’s energy production106.  France’s Greenhouse gas emissions have 
decreased from 1990 levels by 23.24% in 2018 107. 
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Germany 
Population: 83,166,711  

Seats in EU Parliament: 96  

Joining Dates:  
• EU (former EEC): 1958 (founder) 
• Schengen Area: 1995 
• Eurozone: 1999  

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1990) 

Government: Coalition of centre-right parties (CDU 
and CSU − Christian Democratic Union and Christian 
Social Union) and left party (SPD – Social Democratic 
Party) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 6th  

SDG progress score: 74/100 

Growth in 2019: 0.6% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -6%  

Among Germany’s biggest exports are automotive, machinery, pharmaceuticals, and planes. The main 
industries of are the automotive industry, mechanical engineering, electronic and electrical equipment, 
chemical products, and business services108. As of 2019, 17.35% of Germany’s energy comes from renewable 
sources109. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 17.3% of Germany’s energy production110.  Germany’s 
Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 29.56% in 2018111.  

 

Greece 
Population: 10,682,547  

Seats in EU Parliament: 21  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 1981 
• Schengen Area: 2000 
• Eurozone: 2001 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1975) 

Government: Liberal-conservative, centre-right New 
Democracy party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 32nd  

SDG progress score: 62/100  

Growth in 2019: 1.9% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -9.5%  

Among Greece’s biggest exports are petroleum products, medicine, fish, and olive oil. The main industries of 
Greece are tourism, electronics, transport equipment, clothing manufacturing and construction112. 
Additionally, Greece has the largest maritime fleet in the world.  As of 2019, 19.67% of Greece’s energy comes 
from renewable sources113. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Greece’s energy production114.  
Greece’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 9.16% in 2018115 
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Hungary 
Population: 9,730,772  

Seats in EU Parliament: 21  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007  
• Eurozone: In progress 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1989) 

Government: Coalition of right-wing populist Fidesz 
party and Christian rightist KPNP party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 40th  

SDG progress score: 68/100 

Growth in 2019: 4.9% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -6.1% 

 

Among Hungary’s biggest exports are car and spare parts, medicines, and data processing machinery. The main 
industries of Hungary are the automotive and electronics industries116.  As of 2019, 12.61% of Hungary’s 
energy comes from renewable sources117. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 36.9% of Hungary’s energy 
production. 118  Hungary’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 32.18% in 2018119. 

 

Ireland 
Population: 5,006,907  

Seats in EU Parliament: 13  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 1973 
• Schengen Area: Opted out  
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1949) 

Government: Coalition of Christian democratic, centre-
right Fianna Fáil party, liberal-conservative, centre-right 
Fine Gael party and centre-left Green party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 2nd  

SDG progress score: 68/100  

Growth in 2019: 5.9% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -3%  

Among Ireland’s biggest exports are biological materials, medicines and medical devices, and industrial raw 
materials. The main industries of Ireland are banking and finance, tourism, textiles, chemicals, and 
electronics120. As of 2019, 11.98% of Ireland’s energy comes from renewable sources121. In 2018, Nuclear 
energy accounted for 0% of Ireland’s energy production122. Ireland’s Greenhouse gas emissions Ireland have 
decreased from 1990s levels by 14.09%123.  
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Italy 
Population: 59,257,566 

Seats in EU Parliament: 76  

Joining Dates:  
• EU (former EEC): 1958 (founder) 
• Schengen Area: 1997 
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1946) 

Government: ‘National unity government’: nine parties 
spanning the political spectrum 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 29th  

SDG progress score: 67/100 

Growth in 2019: 0.3% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -10.6%  

Among Italy’s biggest exports are medicines, automotive and parts, fashion and luxury goods and wine. The 
main industries of Italy are fashion, precision machinery, automotive, tourism and business-related 
services124.As of 2019, 18.16% of Italy’s energy comes from renewable sources125. In 2018, Nuclear energy 
accounted for 0% of Italy’s energy production126. Italy’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 
levels by 15.59% in 2018127. 

 

Latvia 
Population: 1,893,223  

Seats in EU Parliament: 8  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007  
• Eurozone: 2014 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1991) 

Government: Coalition of four parties/party alliances of 
different political position ranging from social-liberal to far 
right 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 37th  

SDG progress score: 68/100  

Growth in 2019: 2.2% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -6%  

Among Latvia’s biggest exports are wood/forestry, alcohol, 
and medicines. The main industries of Latvia are financial services, transportation, ICT, and 
manufacturing128.As of 2019, 40.97% of Latvia’s energy comes from renewable sources129. In 2018, Nuclear 
energy accounted for 0% of Latvia’s energy production130.  Latvia’s Greenhouse gas emissions have 
decreased from 1990 levels by 54.05% in 2018131. 
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Lithuania 
Population: 2,795,680  

Seats in EU Parliament: 11  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007  
• Eurozone: 2015 

Political system: Semi-Presidential Republic (since 
1991) 

Government: Right leaning coalition of Homeland 
Union-Lithuanian Christian Democrats (TS-LKD), 
Liberal Movement (LRLS), and Freedom Party (LP) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 34th  

SDG progress score: 64/100 

Growth in 2019: 3.9% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -1.8%  

Among Lithuania’s biggest exports are petroleum oils, furniture, tobacco products, wheat and muslin, and 
automotive. The main industries of Lithuania are ICT, tourism, electronics, and chemical products132. As of 
2019, 25.46% of Lithuania’s energy comes from renewable sources133. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 
0% of Lithuania’s energy production134.  Lithuania’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 
levels by 57.36% in 2018135. 

 

Luxembourg 

Population : 634,730 

Seats in EU Parliament: 6  

Joining Dates:  
• EU (former EEC): 1958 (founder) 
• Schengen Area: 1995 
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Monarchy (since 
1946) 

Government: Coalition between centre-right and 
centre-left 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 23rd  

SDG progress score: 64/100  

Growth in 2019: 2.3% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -5.8%   

Among Luxembourg’s biggest exports are commercial services, and iron and steel. Its main industries are the 
financial sector, and iron and steel production136. As of 2019, 7.5% of Luxembourg’s energy comes from 
renewable sources.137 In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Luxembourg’s energy production138.  
Luxembourg’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 5.84% in 2018139. 
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Malta 
Population: 516,100 

Seats in EU Parliament: 6  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007 
• Eurozone: 2008 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1974) 

Government:  Centre-left social-democratic Labour 
Party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 28th  

SDG progress score: 62/100 

Growth in 2019: 4.9% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -7.9%  

Among Malta’s biggest exports are fuels, electronic integrated systems, and medicines. The main industries of 
Malta are electronics, pharmaceutical, tourism and the financial sector140. As of 2019, 8.48% of Malta’s energy 
comes from renewable sources141. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Malta’s energy production142.  
Malta’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 3.86% in 2018143. 
 

Netherlands 
Population: 17,475,415  

Seats in EU Parliament: 29  

Joining Dates:  
• EU (former EEC): 1958 (founder) 
• Schengen Area: 1995 
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Monarchy (since 
1918) 

Government: Following the sitting government’s 
resignation in January 2021, an acting government 
comprising a four-party coalition has been in power 
spanning centre-left to centre-right 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 8th  

SDG progress score: 71/100 

Growth in 2019: 1.7% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -5.4% 

Among the Netherland’s biggest exports are non-crude petroleum oils and processed foodstuffs. The main 
industries are the agriculture, oil and natural gas, and ocean freight144.  As of 2019, 8.76% of the Netherlands’ 
energy comes from renewable sources145, whereas nuclear energy accounted for 2.2% (2018) 146.  The 
Netherlands’ Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 11.42% in 2018147.  
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Poland 
Population: 37,840,001 

Seats in EU Parliament: 52  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007 
• Eurozone: In progress 

Political system: Semi-Presidential Republic (since 
1989) 

Government: United Right coalition right liberal-
conservative Agreement (P) party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 35th  

SDG progress score: 69/100  

Growth in 2019: 4.1% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -3.6%  

Among Poland’s biggest exports are automotive and parts, seats, and automatic data processing machines. 
The main industries of Poland are machine manufacturing, telecommunications, financial services, logistics, IT, 
and tourism148. As of 2019, 12.16% of Poland’s energy comes from renewable sources149. In 2018, Nuclear 
energy accounted for 0% of Poland’s energy production150.  Poland’s Greenhouse gas emissions have 
decreased from 1990 levels by 12.58% in 2018 151.  

 

Portugal 
Population: 10,298,252  

Seats in EU Parliament: 21  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 1986 
• Schengen Area: 1995  
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Semi-Presidential Republic 

Government: Minority government with non-party 
ministers and members of the centre-left social 
democratic Socialist Party (PS) 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 38th  

SDG progress score: 67/100  

Growth in 2019: 2.2% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -10%  

Among Portugal’s biggest exports are automotive and parts and petroleum oils, footwear. Its main industries 
are agriculture, metallurgy, machinery, and tourism152. As of 2019, 30.61% of Portugal’s energy comes from 
renewable sources153. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 0% of Portugal’s energy production154.  
Portugal’s Greenhouse gas emissions have increased from 1990 levels by 18.9% in 2018 155. 
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Romania 
Population: 19,186,201  

Seats in EU Parliament: 33 

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2007 
• Schengen Area: In progress  
• Eurozone: In progress 

Political system: Semi-Presidential Republic (since 
1989) 

Government: Coalition of three pro-European parties: 
Two centre-right parties and one centrist 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 49th  

SDG progress score: 58/100  

Growth in 2019: 4.1% 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -4.8%  

Among Romania’s biggest exports are automotive and parts, petroleum oils and office furniture. The main 
industries of Romania are agriculture, tourism, ICT, and heavy industry (steel, metallurgy)156. As of 2019, 
24.29% of Romania’s energy comes from renewable sources157. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 11.5% 
of Romania’s energy production158.  Romania’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels 
by 53.16% in 2018159. 
 

Slovakia 
Population: 5,459,781  

Seats in EU Parliament: 14 

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007 
• Eurozone: 2009 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1993) 

Government: Majority coalition of four parties 
including soft Euro-sceptic parties spanning from far 
right to centre-right 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 39th  

SDG  progress score: 68/100 

Growth in 2019: 2.4 % 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -7.1%  

Among Slovakia’s biggest exports are automotive and parts, and tyres. The main industries of Slovakia are 
automotive, electronics, engineering, and real estate160. As of 2019, 16.89% of Slovakia’s energy comes from 
renewable sources161. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 62.7% of Slovakia’s energy production162.  
Slovakia’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 40.84% in 2018163. 
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Slovenia 

Population: 2,108,977  

Seats in EU Parliament: 8  

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 2004 
• Schengen Area: 2007 
• Eurozone: 2007 

Political system: Parliamentary Republic (since 1991) 

Government: Coalition of parties spanning from right 
wing to centre-left  

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 22nd  

SDG  progress score: 74/100  

Growth in 2019: 2.4 % 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -6.7%  

Among Slovenia’s biggest exports are medicines, automotive and parts, petroleum oil and electrical lighting . 

The main industries of Slovenia are forestry, ICT and financial and commercial services164. As of 2019, 21.97% 
of Slovenia’s energy comes from renewable sources165. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 40.1% of 
Slovenia’s energy production166.  Slovenia’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 
5.65% in 2018167. 
 

Spain 
Population: 47,394,223  

Seats in EU Parliament: 59 

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 1986 
• Schengen Area: 1995 
• Eurozone: 1999 

Political system: Parliamentary Monarchy (since 
1978) 

Government: First national coalition government 
consisting of centre-left- and left-wing parties 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 25th  

SDG progress score: 67/100  

Growth in 2019: 2 % 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -12.8%  

Among Spain’s biggest exports are automotive and parts, petroleum, and medicines. The main industries of 
Spain are agriculture, textiles, banking, and tourism168. As of 2019, 18.35% of Spain’s energy comes from 
renewable sources169 whereas, nuclear energy accounted for 41.8% of Spain’s energy production in 2018 170.  
Spain’s Greenhouse gas emissions have increased from 1990 levels by 19.74% in 2018171. 
  



59 

 

Sweden 

Population: 10,379,295  

Seats in EU Parliament: 21 

Joining Dates:  
• EU: 1995 
• Schengen Area: 2001 
• Eurozone: In progress 

Political system: Parliamentary Monarchy (since 
1917) 

Government: Smallest minority government in 
Swedish history following a government crisis: 
coalition of centre-left Social Democrats and Green 
Party, with passive support from the Centre Party 
and Left Party 

2020 Human Development Index ranking: 7th  

SDG progress score: 81/100  

Growth in 2019: 1.3 % 

Growth in 2020 (estimated):  -4.7%  

Among Sweden’s biggest exports are automotive and parts, medicines, and petroleum oils172. The main 
industries of Sweden are telecommunications, ICT, pharmaceutical, and electronics173.  As of 2019, 56.39% of 
Sweden’s energy comes from renewable sources174. In 2018, Nuclear energy accounted for 45.7% of Sweden’s 
energy production175.  Sweden’s Greenhouse gas emissions have decreased from 1990 levels by 24.72% in 
2018176. 
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Appendix: Terms 

Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 

Some companies, faced with rising costs and reduced international competitiveness due to the ETS scheme 
elected to start producing overseas where pollution laws are more relaxed. Consequently, the companies 
carbon emissions once again rise. This process is known as carbon leakage. To combat this, the EU is proposing 
the CBAM. CBAM means that companies who produce outside the EU have to pay the difference between the 
producing nations ETS, and the EU’s ETS.  

Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU):  

CJEU interprets EU law to make sure it is applied in the same way in all EU countries and settles legal disputes 
between national governments and EU institutions. It can also, in certain circumstances, be used by individuals, 
companies or organisations to take action against an EU institution, if they feel the EU has somehow infringed 
their rights. 

The European Union is a unique economic and political union between 27 European countries. The EU is 
additionally a legal organisation. It began as the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1958.  

Lisbon Treaty (Treaty of Lisbon):  

The Lisbon Treaty was designed to make the EU more democratic, more efficient, and better able to address 
global problems such as climate change with one voice. It gave more power to the European Parliament, a 
change of voting procedures in the Council, a citizens’ initiative, a permanent president of the European 
Council, a new High Representative for Foreign Affairs, and a new EU diplomatic service. The Lisbon Treaty 
clarifies which powers belong to the EU, which to the EU member countries and which are shared.  

Member State(s):  

A Member State is a European country that meets the accession criteria to join the European Union. The Union 
has 27 Member States after the United Kingdom officially left in 2020. 

Political spectrum in Europe: 

The distinction between the political directional terms “left” - “right” is traced back to the time of the French 
Revolution and reflected the seating order of the political camps in the French National Assembly. Wing groups 
quickly formed: Even before 1820, the political spectrum ultra-right - moderate right - centre-right - centre-
left - moderate left - ultra-left was part of the fixed political linguistic usage, spread throughout Europe and is 
still used today. The following distinctions are used between “left” and “right”: egalitarian (striving for equality) 
- elitist (unequal treatment based on ability, achievement), progressive (continuous renewal of society) - 
conservative (“preserving”) and internationalist (organising internationally) - nationalist (regional orientation). 

Today there are different political currents in Europe: most social democrats are seen in the centre-left of the 
political spectrum. The “conservative-bourgeois camp” sees itself as the political centre; the designation as 
“right-wing” is historically loaded, synonymous with radical right-wing and is therefore avoided especially by 
centre-right parties. Another camp, that of the European socialists, meanwhile defines itself directly by the 
attribute left. In the case of the Greens, ecological positions are usually, but not necessarily, linked to 
traditionally “left” positions. Liberalism can hardly be assigned to a specific political orientation in the right-
left schema; they often see no opposition in egalitarian-elitist and rather distinguish between liberal-
regulative. They mostly stand for personal and economic self-determination, economic proximity and 
“meritocracy” and are therefore often politically classified as centre-right or “bourgeois”. 

Schengen Agreement:  

1985 Agreement signed at Schengen, Luxembourg which abolished many internal borders between European 
signatory states, enabling passport-free movement between those states. There are currently 26 signatory 
states comprising the Schengen Area - 22 of which are EU states and four non-EU States. 
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